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Important Upcoming Dates

● Nov 3-9 - Treaty Recognition Week
● Wednesday Nov 6 - Take our Kids to Work Day/Take Our Grade 8’s to High School Day
● Thursday Nov 7 - Term 2 of Semester 1 Begins
● Monday Nov 11 - Remembrance Day Assembly
● Thursday Nov 14 - Semi Formal
● Friday Nov 15 - PA DAY
● Monday November 18 - Midterm Mark e-distribution
● Tuesday November 19 - Honour Roll Afterschool Tea
● Nov 20-23 - OSSLT

School Cash Online
● School Yearbook 2024-2025
● Semi Formal

School News
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Remembrance Day Assembly

On November 11, 2024, AMHS will be welcoming Vishnudat Persaud, a member of the Canadian Armed
Forces, as a special guest at the school's Remembrance Day Assembly which will be taking place on the
morning of Monday, November 11th. Vishnudat joined the Canadian Forces in 1988; he was deployed to
Bosnia as part of the NATO Stabilization Force. He will share his personal experiences as a member of
the Canadian Forces and what Remembrance Day means to him.

Help us Keep AMHS Clean

Please help us in reminding your child to clean up their garbage after lunch and to use the proper bins
available at school.

OSSLT

ONTARIO SECONDARY LITERACY TEST WHAT TO EXPECT
Please note, The Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test will be online and taking place at Alexander
Mackenzie from November 20-22:

November 20(session A test date)
November 21(session B test date)
November 22(m up test date).

Students must write both session A and session B as the OSSLT has 2 parts.

All eligible grade 10s will write as well as any grade 11 and non-graduating grade 12 students who did not
participate in or were not successful in the 2023-2024 administration.

If you would like to review additional information and resources, including a practice test and what to
expect on the OSSLT, you may access the following links: practice test, what to expect.

October Highlights from ESL Department

As the ESL department continues to build our skills in research and reporting, students have been
practicing their delivery of oral information via presentations on topics which include but are not limited to:
the contributions of diverse peoples to Canada’s identity, and the Canadian landscape. More emergent
learners have been building their vocabulary to better navigate school life and community. A focus on

https://d1c1qqn86e6v14.cloudfront.net/#/en/student/osslt-assessment/sample/573
https://www.eqao.com/the-assessments/osslt/#:~:text=The%20test%20is%20made%20up,paragraph%2C%20news%20report%20and%20dialogue


teen mental health has also been paramount this month, as we take time to play interactive games that
review content vocabulary connected to fall holidays (Thanksgiving and Halloween) and use student
knowledge to engage in creative writing tasks and or comparative writing assignments.

Community Service Hours for Grade 12

Dear Grade 12 Students and Families,

Please make sure that you have completed your 40 hours of community service. This is a mandatory
component for graduation and receiving your OSSD. Forms must be submitted before June.

November 15 PA Day

Dear families,

For your information, here is information about learning that school staff will be participating in on the
upcoming PA Day November 15, 2024. As usual, students do not attend school on PA Days. This
information is also available on our Board website.

Professional Activity (P.A.) Day - November 15, 2024

All Secondary Schools

Length: 90 min

Topic: Homelessness Awareness

Entity Hosting: All Secondary Schools

Presenter(s)/Facilitator(s): Online modules developed by Board staff, facilitated by school administration

Description:

School teams will engage in learning focused on:

● learning that aligns to priorities outlined in the Multi-Year Strategic Plan in supporting student
well-being and creating safe and inclusive spaces for learning in schools;

● supporting educators and staff in understanding how to recognize barriers that students face
when experiencing homelessness; and

● learning about available resources and best practices to support students experiencing
homelessness.

Length: 90 Min

Topic: Fostering Empathy in Emotional Spaces

Entity Hosting: All Secondary Schools

Presenter(s)/Facilitator(s): Online modules developed by Board staff, facilitated by school administration

Description:

https://www2.yrdsb.ca/professional-activity-pa-day-november-15-2024


School teams will engage in learning focused on:

● developing a shared understanding of empathy in education;
● engaging in a reflective discussion on empathy through curriculum, instruction, and assessment;

and
● exploring opportunities to plan on how empathetic approaches can be developed further in

practice.

Length: 120 Min

Topic: SIP/Department Planning

Entity Hosting: All Secondary Schools

Presenter(s)/Facilitator(s): Facilitated by school leaders

Description:

School teams will engage in School Improvement planning focused on high-impact instructional practices
to support student improvement in alignment with the curriculum.

Guidance

Upcoming Post Secondary Pathway Events

Event Date Location

AMHS University Campus
Visits

November 13th AMHS

Ontario University
Information Sessions

November 21st; 5:00 p.m. to
7:00 p.m

https://www.ouevents.ca/

Experience Seneca Days December 2024 (full day) Register on SCO

AMHS University Campus Visit Information:

Campus Visit #1:

Campus Tour of University of Waterloo and Laurier on November 13. Students visiting the University of
Waterloo campus will have an opportunity to participate in a Problem Solving or Engineering workshop or

https://www.ouevents.ca/


enjoy an in-depth Campus tour. At Laurier, students will enjoy a campus tour and a Business Case Study.
Students must arrive at AMHS by 7:20 a.m. for bus departure, and will return to AMHS by 4:30 p.m..
Lunch is not included as students can purchase a lunch or bring their own. To register: students must pay
on School Cash Online and also register on the November 13th Google Campus Visit Form -
https://forms.gle/mmA3NUU85AgLTDJc6 - by no later than November 10th. The Google Form can also
be found on our Guidance Google Classroom. Cost: $29.50

If you are a SHSM student, please register on School Cash Online under SHSM Campus Tour – Waterloo
& Laurier – Nov. 13. This is a free trip for SHSM Students.

Campus Visit #2:

Campus Tour of McMaster University on November 13. Students visiting will have an opportunity to
experience an Engineering workshop or possibly a Health-Science tour. Students must arrive at AMHS by
8:25 a.m. for bus departure, and will return to AMHS by 3:45 p.m.. Lunch is not included as students can
purchase a lunch or bring their own. To register: students must pay on SCO by November 10th. Cost is
$29.50.

If you are a SHSM student, please register on School Cash Online under SHSM Campus Tour –
McMaster – Nov. 13. This is a free trip for SHSM Students.

Board News

https://forms.gle/mmA3NUU85AgLTDJc6
https://forms.gle/mmA3NUU85AgLTDJc6










Important Back-to-School Reminders



Student Attendance

General inquiries and student attendance information can be sent directly to the AMHS attendance email
address at alexandermackenziehs.attendance@yrdsb.ca.

You may also call the school Main Office directly at 905-884-0554.

If your child is arriving late to school due to an appointment or another reason, please ensure that you
confirm their late arrival with a call or email to our attendance office. Thank you.
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